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Lions Serve…with Love, Loyalty, and Friendship 
Hello Lions of District 23C! 
Welcome to the 2010-2011 Lions Year.  Thank you for serving this year.   It was a true honor and privilege for me to have been elected and get sworn in as District Governor of District 23C at the 93nd Lions International Convention in Sydney, Australia on July 2, 2010. International President Sid Scruggs from North Carolina, has a motto of “Beacon of Hope” this year, and the focus will be on service. It is his belief and mine that if we rededicate to service we can meet the needs of our community and meet the needs of our lions at the same time. 

I want to thank Immediate Past District Governor, Keith Lemire and his wife Heather for their dedication and service to our district. PDG Keith has set the bar high for me and I intend to continue where he left off, just with no “yippee.” Last year, the lions of District 23C raised over $269,000, volunteered over 14,843 hours, and served an estimated 93,465 people in our communities. We served and we served big. This year we are going to serve bigger. 

Congratulations to PDG Art Davies on his election for 23C candidate for ID.  Both Art Davies and Julie Shilosky should be commended on their campaigns.  They were held with professionalism, dignity and in the true spirit of Lionism.   It is very important to continue to support this process at the Multiple District Convention coming up on November where Art will run against the candidates from District A, Rose Marie Spatafore and District B, Caroline Messier.

I have some very lofty goals for the coming year. Based on the turnout at the special convention for our International Director Candidates I know we can meet those goals.  We had 164 of a possible 188 delegates register and participation by 51 clubs.  International President Scruggs has asked all of us to recommit to service in October.  I don’t want you to wait until October.  I would like all of the lions of 23C to recommit to service starting right now.  He would like every club to form at least one new service project in one of four areas: Youth, Vision Impairment, Hunger and the Environment.  For those of you that have the support and the resources I challenge you to do one in all four.  There are new district awards for forming these projects but the most important reward is the satisfaction of serving our communities and seeing a smile on the face of someone we have helped.  Please get all of your lions involved.  If there are some you haven’t seen for awhile reach out and ask them for help.  Remind them of their commitment to lionism.      

We will continue to support our district and state projects which include CLERF, LCIF, CRIS, Diabetes, Fidelco, Hearing and Speech, LEHP, and Camp Rising Sun. Our district projects, the Lions Low Vision Center of Eastern Connecticut and CLERF, have become very successful. We must continue to support these projects which directly help those in our communities. We will continue to encourage and support our Leos. Leo clubs are stronger than ever and continue to provide to our communities with us, side by side.

July has been a busy month meeting and planning with Region and Zone chairpersons, cabinet chairpersons, and the MERL team. Our Leadership team should be commended for their hard work in putting on great seminars which provided the resources our district needs to help our clubs thrive this year. Thank you Lions’ Frank Rowe, Eric Jacobson and Priscilla Lewis. We will hold our first cabinet meeting on August 2, 2010. Thank you Putnam Lions for hosting our meeting!  Congratulations to both 1st Vice District Governor Ken Tucker and 2nd Vice District Governor Jan Miller, I look forward to serving with both you. 

 
Upcoming Events…….. 
Lions visit to Camp Rising Sun is Wednesday, August 25, 2010 

New England Lions will gather at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, New Hampshire on Sunday, September 12, 2010. Our fallen lions will be honored and remembered at this very moving service. Please make every effort to attend. 

The Veteran’s Stand Down will be September 10, 2009 in Rocky Hill. Cabinet Chairmen Mike Lewis and Mike Loe will be providing us with more information about this very valuable day as we provide services to our veterans. 

The 33rd Annual USA/CANADA Lions Leadership Forum will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 23 – 25. The forum is one of the best experiences of being a Lion. The forum helps to develop leaders, motivate and educate attendees and provides an open exchange of ideas, programs and goals for lions. 

Look forward to having a District Rally this fall. Keep your eyes open for more details. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about our district projects, fellowship with other lions and the inspiration it will give you. 

Be sure to visit our district website at www.lionsdistrict23c.org for all of the latest news and information about our district. The district calendar will let you know what our lions are doing. Contact ITC Frank Rowe to post your own club’s events on the calendar. This site allows your club to submit both your monthly membership and activity reports. Real simple, real fast, and real easy! 

 

A Lion Passed This Way 
I met a man who could not see, but he smiled anyway. 

When I asked him why, he said to me “A Lion passed this way.” 

I met a girl who could not hear, but her eyes were bright and gay. 

When I asked her why, she said to me “A Lion passed this way. “ 

I met some Lions with heavy hearts as thy bent their heads to pray. 

When I asked them why, they said to me “A Lion passed on today.” 

-          Lion Alan Daninhirsch, PDG 

 

We remember our fallen lions…. 
Russell Davidson – Bolton Lions                                 Claire Ruggiero – Waterford Regional Lions 

Donald Lema – Canterbury Lions                               Robert Mustard – Willimantic Lions 

Gino Origlia – Essex Lions                                          Gloria Bergman – Willimantic Lions 

Kenneth Hall – Mansfield Lions 

Leon Kouyoumjia – Mansfield Lions 

Martin Becker – New London Lions 

 

I look forward to visiting all your clubs and spending time with all of you. I wish you much success  this year. We must continue to serve. We are Lions, it is what we do, and we do it well! 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Denise Dudek 

District Governor 23C 

ddudek@snet.net     860-526-2221 HOME   860-526-6873 WORK   860-227-4668 CELL 
